
Gen Schwartz, thank you.  This command is a direct result of the 
visionary leadership and unwavering support given by you and 
Secretary Donley--I appreciate your confidence and accept the trust of 
this command with humility.   And, a special thanks to the Honor 
Guard and our airmen in formation--you represent the entire Global 
Strike team, and personify the discipline, excellence and pride of our 
command.  

To Mayors Walker, Glover and Horn, Rep Illoway, Councilman Jantzer, 
Commissioner Christianson, and all our civic leaders, thank you for 
attending.  Julie and I appreciate the strong tradition of partnership 
between our communities and our airmen—you are indispensable to the 
success of our mission and we look forward to visiting you in the coming 
months.   

To Gens Chilton and Fraser, Commanders, and Command Chiefs, 
thank you for sharing this with us today, and especially for your 
assistance, commitment and leadership as we stood up this command.    

A special thanks to all of our very dear friends and family who were 
able to make the trip to join us.  Your presence makes this day 
especially meaningful and memorable. 

I owe a deep debt to those officers and senior NCOs who have mentored 
and guided me—among them Gens Schwartz, Chilton,  Fraser, Ford, 
Harris, Henderson, Power, and Cole; and Command Chief Master 
Sergeants Harris, Ingram, Foltz, and Johnson.      



To my parents-- you gave me an appreciation for our nation, a desire to 
serve and a thirst for excellence.  Thank you. 

To my sons and my wife Julie—words can’t express how much your 
love, patience and selflessness have meant to me.  I stand here on your 
shoulders. 

I’d like to take a moment to express our gratitude to Gen and Nancy 
Klotz for their service to our country, our Air Force and this command. 

Sir, it has been an honor to serve with you.  In 18 months Gen Klotz 
took this command from a plan—mere words on paper, to a fully 
operational Major Command responsible for our nation’s most powerful 
weapons—a remarkable achievement.  Now in a few moments, Gen 
Klotz will receive the Distinguished Service Medal, the Air Force’s 
highest peacetime award.  As you listen to the citation, there is one 
word in the last line that I’ll respectfully disagree with…the narrator 
will read that this assignment “culminates” Gen Klotz’s career.  On the 
contrary, his leadership and officership will continue to serve our Air 
Force through the lives he’s touched, the people he’s mentored, and the 
command he created.  Sir—well done. 

To the men and women of AF Global Strike Command, you 
remain professional, disciplined warriors committed to our mission.   
Seventeen months ago this flag was unfurled for the first time, and Gen 
Klotz set us on a course with a clear mission—to provide safe, secure, 
and effective forces for nuclear deterrence and global strike operations.   



That mission remains unchanged and I am privileged to be able to 
continue our important work.  As we go forward we face three 
challenges: 

First, we must consolidate our gains across the nuclear enterprise and 
complete the restoration of a culture that embraces the special trust 
and responsibility of nuclear weapons. 

Second, we have to be agile enough to maintain an intense focus on our 
nuclear deterrence mission while also aggressively supporting the 
current conventional fight.  We must provide the Joint team trained 
and ready airmen who can prevail in today’s wars. 

Third, we must be innovative so we can sustain and enhance our 
current force while preparing to meet the challenges of the future. 

We trace our lineage to the Army Air Corps and Strategic Air 
Command, so the ability to meet these challenges is already in our 
DNA—the discipline and operational innovation of Gen LeMay, the 
uncompromising culture of compliance of Gen Power, the thoughtful 
leadership of Gen Dougherty, the critical thinking of Gen Welch, the 
vision of Gen Chain. 

While we are a Command that is in the conventional fight today—with 
1100 airmen deployed to Iraq, Afghanistan and the Pacific--we are also 
a command who must stand ready—on alert for US Strategic 
Command--and fully prepared to engage any adversary, anywhere on 
the globe.   



The fact that we stand ready deters potential adversaries and assures 
our allies.  

The fact that we stand ready gives our enemies pause.   

The fact that we stand ready is the bulwark for our nation’s 
diplomatic, economic, and conventional military power. 

From our deployed airmen to the airmen who stand ready in the missile 
fields at Minot, to the airmen who stand ready to fuel, arm, fly and fix 
B-2 and B-52 bombers…this command is 23,000 American airmen and 
civilians, committed to the defense of our nation.   To those warriors, I 
pledge to stand ready with you, and to give you the best leadership, 
guidance, and example I possibly can.  I look forward to sharing in your 
successes! 

 

 


